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Engineers at Conair designed the Q400AT tank to deliver a 10,000-litre payload at any Interagency
Airtanker Board coverage level.

AERIAL
FIREFIGHTING
DEVELOPMENTS
STRATEGIES AND TECHNOLOGIES FOR OPERATORS TO
BUILD BETTER AIR SUPPORT BY JON ROBINSON

I

n mid-October, Wings and Helicopters
held the inaugural Aerial Firefighting
Virtual Symposium, designed to provide fixed- and rotary-wing operators
with critical business information
about the sector. The 4-hour online event,
produced in partnership with sponsors
Conair, Viking, Babcock, Sikorsky, Executive Flight Centre, Cascade Aerospace and
Bell, featured five live sessions.
Speakers at the Aerial Firefighting
Virtual Symposium (AFVS) included:
Christian Bergeron, global sales director,
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Aerial Firefighting Aircraft, Viking Air;
Matt Bradley, president and COO of Conair
Group, as well as its director of business
development, Jeff Berry; Mario Ferrante,
director of flight operations, Babcock MCS
Italia; Mike Sagely, senior pilot, Los Angeles County Fire Department; and Fred
Jones; CEO of the Helicopter Association
of Canada (HAC). To access their presentations and all of the AFVS content, visit
Wingsmagazine.com under the Events tab.
Before the arrival of COVID-19, the
AFVS event was scheduled to take place

FIXED-WING, BY LAND AND SEA
In a session called Continually Raising
the Bar, Bradley and Berry worked with
the Conair team to produce a 20-minute
exclusive video to walk attendees through
their facilities. This included an overview
of major investments made to Conair’s
unique training centre and also time on
the ramp to review highlights of the mighty
Avro RJ85 AT airtanker.
With more than 70 aircraft, Conair
operates the largest privately owned,
dedicated fleet of fixed-wing firefighting
aircraft in the world. The company has
modified more than 175 individual aircraft
across 15 aircraft types for conversion to
aerial firefighting, including its pioneering
efforts on jet aircraft. Conair’s operations
extend across North America, Europe and
Australia. Just weeks before AFVS began,
in late September, Conair’s first Q400AT,
engineered specifically for aerial firefighting, touched down at Bundaberg Airport in
Australia. The airtanker is on contract with
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services
to help contain wildfires.
In addition to the Q400AT’s fire suppression capabilities, which includes aerial
dispersion of retardant, suppressant, or gel
products, Conair points to its environmental performance in terms of setting a standard for future next-generation aircraft.
The newest generation of the de Havilland
Q400 turboprop provides composite propulsion with advanced swept blade propeller design, efficient lift systems, effective
aerodynamics, and a light but robust frame,
which, explains Conair, contribute to lower
emissions, fuel burn and noise.
Conair explains its specialized Q400 airtanker produces 30 per cent less emissions
than aircraft of similar size, exceeding current environmental standards for carbon
dioxide (CO2), hydrocarbon, nitrous oxide
and smoke emissions. With results that are
below levels mandated by the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the
aircraft also offers the lowest fuel burn per
litre hauled. The Q400AT uses only 58 per
cent of the fuel, while carrying 88 per cent
of the load of a typical Type I airtanker, according to Conair.
The Q400AT is outfitted with a custom,
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over two days at the beginning of April at
Abbotsford International Airport, YXX,
which in 2019 had reached the one-million passenger milestone after reporting
127,134 aircraft movements over the previous year. In addition to its internationally
known airshow, the airport’s connection to
the global aviation industry is well established through two of its tenants, Cascade
Aerospace and Conair Group, which, along
with Babcock and Viking Air, featured
prominently in the fixed-wing sessions of
the AFVS event.

